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OUR ADVOCACY WINS ON YOUR BEHALF
COVID-19
Pandemic
+ $ 395 million local government stimulus package,

including a three-month Council Job Retention
Allowance of $1500 per fortnight for qualifying staff,
$32.8 million to help councils meet increases in the
2020/21 Emergency Services Levy, and a $250 million
increase in low-cost loans to eligible councils.

+ U p to $82 million to support 260 council early

childhood education and care services who are not
eligible for the JobKeeper payment.

+ $ 51 million in funding to support the 24 council

operated preschools and their staff across NSW.

+ $ 25 million boost for rural and regional councils to

rebuild and refurbish up to 171 local showgrounds.

Bushfires &
Drought
+ O ver $2 billion in funding over the next two years to

help rebuild bushfire impacted communities, including
$1 million in untied funding for 33 of the most
severely affected local government areas in NSW.

+ P artnership in the Local Government Bushfire

Recovery Support Group which was established
to match councils offering support and councils
requiring support. More than 500 offers of council
support were made, with 38 requests from councils
in need matched to these offers.

+ $ 170 million secured in Drought Stimulus Package,
channelled through drought-affected councils,
and part of an additional $355 million in drought
assistance.

Intergovernmenal
Agreement
+ A new Intergovernmental Agreement was signed
with the NSW Government to strength our role
as equal partners.

Emergency
Services Levy
 ith more than 60 councils passing a resolution, the
+ W

NSW government agreed to cover almost $14 million
of council’s 2019/20 contribution of the Emergency
Services Levy. In 2020/21, the NSW Government will
cover $32.8 million.

Local Government
Elections
+ A $19.9 million State Government grant to the

NSW Electoral commission - a move designed to
ensure councils would only be asked to pay direct
election costs.

+ T he NSW Parliament have responded to the local
government sector’s concerns by fixing electoral
expenditure laws.

Transport
+ R oad Maintenance Council Contracts extended

from 12 months to 24 months, with new contract
start dates deferred from Feb 2020 to July 2020.

+ $ 50.6 million Black Spot Program and $300 million

across the Bridges Renewal Program (Round 5) and
the Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program
(Round 7).

+ R oad Classification Review looking to transfer up

to 15,000 km of regional roads back from councils
to the State.

Planning
+ A further deferral of the low-rise medium density

housing code until 1 July 2020 to allow 46 councils
to focus on completing their important strategic
planning.

+ A six-month transition period has been secured

to give councils in Sydney, Newcastle, the Central
Coast and the Illawarra time to prepare their
operating procedures and staff for the introduction
of ePlanning.

Save Our
Recycling

Fair Pay and
Superannuation for
Mayors and Councillors

+ T he NSW Government has released two discussion
papers incorporating all the key ‘Save our
Recycling’ campaign asks.

+ T he Federal Government has pledged to co-invest
with the states and industry in critical waste and
recycling infrastructure.

+ T he Office of Local Government has issued

a paper seeking the views of councils and their
local communities on pay and superannuation
for mayors and councillors.

+ $ 24 million in State funding for councils affected by
changes to mixed waste organic outputs.

Coastal
Management
+ C hanges made to the Coastal and Estuary

Management Funding Program to make this more
accessible to councils.

Grants
+ R ound 2 of the Increasing Resilience to Climate

Change grants, which are administered by LGNSW
with funding from the NSW Government, awarded
13 projects, totalling more than $1,2 million in
November 2019, building on the more than $1
million awarded in June 2019.

+ Increased ratio of state government funding, easing

of criteria of certain low risk projects and supporting
councils to work together to address regional issues.

Local Water Utilities
+ T he NSW Government has committed to maintaining
local government ownership of Local Water Utilities.

2020 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES
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Invest in disaster recovery
and resilience

7

Fund local infrastructure

2

Deliver secure, sustainable,
town water supplies
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Restore community-led
planning powers

3

Save Our Recycling
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Address skills shortages

4

Better building standards

5

Cost effective and fair local
government elections

6

Allow financial
sustainability

10

Introduce a fairer Emergency
Services Levy

11

Allow fair pay and
superannuation for mayors
and councillors

